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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 12728 021830Z 
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ACTION NEA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 10-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 ACDA-19 AID-20 DRC-01 /169W 

017193 

R 021745Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7689 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
USMISSION USUN NY 

CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 12728 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IN, XF 

SUB J : INDIAN REACTION TO MIDDLE EAST WAR 
REF: (A) USUN 4379; (B) NEW DELHI 12170 

SOME EMBASSY OFFICERS HERE CAUTION AGAINT PUTTING TOO MUCH 

WEIGHT ON INTELLECTUAL AND PRESS CRITICISM OF GOI POLICY TOWARD 
MIDDLE EAST ALONG LINE OF WEINRAUB PIECE IN NYTIMES NOVEMBER 1 
REFERRED TO REF A. IT IS TRUE THERE IS CONSIDERABLE DEGREE OF 
SKEPTICISM ABOUT OFFICIAL INDIAN SUPPORT OF ARABS AND EARLY 
OCTOBER INDIAN INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC OPINION POLL SHOWED 
ISRAELIS AS HAVING VERY GOOD OR GOOD IMAGE AMONG 25 PERCENT 
OF THOSE POLLED AS OPPOSED TO 15 PERCENT WITH SIMILAR VIEWS 
OF EGYPT. SIKHSJ# 

MILITANT HINDUS (REF B), AND MILITARY 

OFFICERS PARTICULARLY TEND TO BE QUITE STRONGLY PRO-ISRAELI 
FOR VARIETY OF REASONS INCLUDING ISRAELI COURAGE AND MILITARY 
EFFECTIVENESS, IMAGE OF SMALL, EMBATTLED GROUP HOLDING 
AGAINST SURROUNDING PRESSURES, AND ANTI-MUSLIM SENTIMENT. 
SOURCES QUOTED IN WEINRAUB ARTICLE GENERALLY FALL INTO ONE 
OR ANOTHER OF THESE CATEGORIES. NONE ARE ABLE TO BRING 
SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE TO BEAR ON GOI POLICY ON THIS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 12728 021830Z 
ISSUE. 
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